
Chapter 5:Crisis in the 
Colonies



What were 
the rivalries 
in North 
America?

• By the mid-1700’s, England, France, 
Spain and the Netherlands competed for 
trade and colonies in far-flung corners of 
the globe.

• Most tensions were between England
and France.  At first, most English settlers 
were content to remain along the 

Atlantic Coast.  Later, they moved 
west across the Appalachian 
Mountains pushing into the Ohio 
Valley in search of furs to trade.  

• France was determined to stop 
the English from expanding 
Westward.  The Ohio River was 
especially important to the 
French because it provided a vital 
link between their lands in 
Canada and their settlements 
along the Mississippi River.



What sides 
did Native 
Americans 
choose?

• The growing conflict between 
England and France was too 
dangerous to ignore around 1750.

• The French expected the Indians 
to side with them.  Most French in 
North America were trappers and traders.  
Generally, they did not destroy Indian 
hunting grounds by clearing forests for 
farms.  Also, many French trappers 
married Native American women and 
adopted their ways.  As a result, France 
had built strong alliances with 
such Native American groups as 
the Algonquins and the Hurons.  

• Many English settlers were farmers.  
These settlers usually ignored Indian 
rights by felling trees and clearing land for 
crops.  

• In the end Britain managed to 
convince the powerful Iroquois 
nations to join them.  The British 
alliance was attractive to the Iroquois 
because they were old enemies of the 
Algonquin and the Huron peoples.



• In 1755, General Edward Braddock 
and colonial troops won an attack 
against Fort Duquesne.  He boasted 
that he would sweep the French 
from the Ohio Valley.

• As the British neared Fort 
Duquesne, the French and their 
Iroquois allies launched a 
surprise attack.  

• Sharpshooters hid in the forest and 
picked off British soldiers, whose 
bright red uniforms made easy 
targets.

How were 
the British 
defeated?



How did 
William Pitt 
influence 
Britain’s 
goal to 
defeat 
North 
America?

• In 1757, William Pitt became 
the new head of the British 
government.

• Pitt made it his first job to win 
the war in North America.

• His plan was to focus on victories in 
other parts of the world once that 
happened.

• In order to meet his original 
goal, he sent Britain's best 
generals to North America.



• Pitt sent General James Wolfe to 
take Quebec, the capital of New 
France. Quebec was vital to the 
defense of New France. Without Quebec, 
the French could not supply their forts 
farther up the St. Lawrence River.

• General Wolfe devised a bold plan to 
capture Quebec.  He knew Montcalm, a 
French general, had only a few soldiers 
guarding the cliff that set atop the city of 
the Plains of Abraham, because the 
French thought that it was too steep to 
climb.

• Late at night, Wolfe ordered British 
troops to row quietly in small boats to 
the foot of the cliff.  In the dark, the 
soldiers swarmed ashore, climbed at the 
top.

• Montcalm was surprised and the French 
were eventually defeated by the British.  
Therefore the British succeeded in 
seizing New France. (Use context 
clues to define the word seize.)

How did 
New France 
Fall?



What was 
the Treaty 
of Paris?

• The Treaty of Paris was a document that 
brought an end to the conflict between 
Britain and France.

• The Treaty of Paris marked an 
end of French power in North 
America.  By its terms, Britain 
gained Canada and all French 
lands east of the Mississippi 
River except New Orleans.

• Spain, which had entered the 
war on the French side in 1762, 
gave up Florida to Britain.  In 
return, Spain received all French 
land west of the Mississippi.

• In addition, Spain gained the vital port 
city of New Orleans.  Spain gained the 
vital port city of New Orleans. Spain 
retained control of its vast empire in 
Central America and South America.



What is the 
Proclamation 
of 1763?

• By 1760, the British and their native American allies 
had driven France from the Ohio River Valley.

• The British were interested in claiming the land 
beyond the Appalachian Mountains.  

• Much of the land was settled by Native Americans 
who sided with the French.

• Clashes between the British and the Native 
Americans caused Pontiac’s War.  (Most fighting 
in Pontiac’s War occurred in the Ohio 
River Valley.)

• The French were not helpful to the Indian Nations 
due to the signing of the Treaty of Paris which ended 
the power of the French in North America.  One by 
one, the Indian nations stopped fighting and 
returned home. 

• The war convinced British officials that they should 
stop British subjects from settling on the western 
frontier.  To do this the government issues the 
Proclamation of 1763. 

• The proclamation drew an imaginary 
line along the crest of the Appalachian 
Mountains.  Colonists were forbidden 
to settle west of the line in order to 
reduce tensions with the Native 
Americans.
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• The French and Indian War 
plunged Britain deeply into 
debt.  As a result, the taxes paid 
by citizens in Britain rose 
sharply.  The British prime 
minister, George Greenville, 
decided that colonists in North 
America should help share the 
burden. 

Why did 
Britain 
impose 
new taxes?



Who were 
the new 
colonial 
leaders?

• As the struggle over taxes continued, new 
leaders emerged in all the colonies.  

• Samuel Adams of Boston stood firmly 
against Britain.  Sam Adams seemed like 
an unlikely leader.  He was a failure in 
business and a poor public speaker.  

• Adam’s real talent was organizing people.  
He worked behind the scenes, arranging 
protests and stirring public support.  

• Sam’s cousin John was another important 

Massachusetts leader. John Adams had 
been a schoolteacher before becoming 
a skilled lawyer. 

• A young lawyer, Patrick Henry, became 
well known as a vocal critic of British 
policies. His speeches moved listeners to 
both tears and anger.  



Colonial 
Leaders 
Cont’d…..

• Mercy Otis Warren also aided the 
colonial cause.  Warren wrote plays 
that made fun of British officials and 
referenced the outrageousness of 
taxes.  The plays were published in 
newspapers and widely read in the 
colonies.  

• Warren formed a close friendship 
with Abigail Adams, the wife of John 

Adams.  The two women used their 
pens to spur the colonists to action.  
They also called for greater rights for 
women in the colonies.  



What was 
the Boston 
Massacre?

• Poor cities like Boston and New 
York were centers of protest.  They 
were protesting a law that required 
them to house and provide for 
British soldiers.  

• Britain sent two regiments to 
Boston to protect customs 
officers from local citizens since 
tensions were so high.  

• An angry crowd gathered outside a 
Boston customs house.  The 
crowd began to throw 
snowballs, oyster shells, and 
chunks of ice at soldiers.  

• As the crowd grew and became 
rowdier, the soldiers fired shots 
into the crowd killing and 
wounding 5.  



Boston 
Massacre 
Cont’d…..

• One of the individuals who was killed 
was Samuel Maverick, a 17 year old 
white youth and Crispus Attucks, a free 
black sailor.

• Colonists were quick to protest the 
incident, which they called the 
Boston Massacre.

• Sam Adams wrote letters to other 
colonists to build outrage about 
the shooting.  

• John Adams, who was a lawyer, 
agreed to defend them, saying 
that they deserved a fair trial.  

• At the trials, Adams argues that the 
crowd had provoked the soldiers.  His 
arguments convinced the jury.  In the 
end, the heaviest punishment any 
solider was a branding on the hand. 



Boston 
Massacre 
Cont’d….. 

• Samuel Adams later expanded 
on the idea of a letter writing 
campaign by forming a 
committee of correspondence.  
Members of the committee 
regularly wrote letters and 
pamphlets reporting to other 
colonies on events in 
Massachusetts. 



What 
was the 
Boston 
Tea 
Party?

• Tea was tremendously popular in the 
colonies.  By 1770, at least one million Americas 
brewed tea twice a day.

• Most of the tea was brought to the colonies by the British 
East India Company which found itself in deep financial 
trouble.  

• A series of taxes were imposed on the 
colonists including the Tea Act of 1773 which 
allowed the company to bypass the tea 
merchants and sell directly to the colonists.  
This made the cost of tea go down, but the colonists were 
angry about being cut out of the sale and therefore not 
being able to conduct free enterprise.  

• In order to protest the taxes and the Tea Act 
of 1773, a group of men in Indian disguises 
burst into the meetinghouse.  They cried, 
“Boston harbor, a teapot tonight! The 
Mohawks are come!”

• Under a nearly full moon, the men boarded the 
ships, split open the tea chests, and dumped 
the tea into the harbor.  By 10 P.M., the 
Boston Tea Party, as it was later called, was 
over.  The contents of 342 chests of tea 
floated in the Boston harbor.
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How does 
Parliament 
strike 
back? 

• Colonists had mixed reactions to the 
Boston Tea Party.  Some cheered as it 
was a firm protest against unfair British 
laws.  

• The British were outraged by what they saw as 
Boston’s lawless behavior.  In 1774, Parliament, 
encouraged by King George III, acted to 
punish Massachusetts.

• First, Parliament shut down the Port of 
Boston.

• Second, Parliament forbade Massachusetts 
colonists to hold town meetings more than 
once a year without the governor's 
permission. In the past, colonists had called 
meetings whenever they wanted.  

• Third, Parliament allowed customs 
officers and other officials who might be 
charged with major crimes to be tried in 
Britain or Canada instead of 
Massachusetts.  

• Fourth, colonists would have to house 
British soldiers in their homes when no 
other housing was available.  



What 
happened 
at 
Lexington 
and 
Concord?

• Tensions in Massachusetts were high.  
Colonists were preparing to resist.  

• Volunteers known as minutemen 
trained regularly.  Minutemen got their 
name because they kept their muskets 
at hand and were prepared to fight at 
a moment’s notice.  

• While minutemen built up its forces, 
up to 4,000 British soldiers arrived in 
Boston.  

• Early in 1775, General Thomas Gage, 
the British commander, sent scouts to 
towns near Boston.  They reported 
that minutemen had a large 
store of arms in Concord, a 
village about 18 miles from Boston.  
Gage planned a surprise march 
to Concord to seize the arms 
and bullets.

• 700 British soldiers quietly left Boston 
in the darkness.  Americans noticed 
the movement and warned of their 
arrival. “The redcoats are coming.  The 
redcoats are coming.”



Lexington 
and 
Concord 
Cont’d…..

• At daybreak, the redcoats arrived at 
Lexington, a town near Concord.
There, the colonists were vastly 
outnumbered only having 70 minutemen.  
They were ordered to go home.  

• Outnumbered, the colonists began to 
leave.  A shot was fired, but no one 
knows who fired it.  “The shot heard 
‘round the world” lead to a struggle 
in which 8 colonists were killed.  

• After the defeat, the British 
pushed on to Concord where they 
found no arms in the village, so 
they turned back to Boston.  On a 
bridge outside Concord,  they met 300 
minutemen.  Fighting once again broke 
out.  This time the British were 
forced to retreat by the militia.  

• As they withdrew through the woods and 
fields, sharpshooters and women shot at 
them.  By the time they reached Boston, 
the redcoats had lost 73 men.



Lexington 
and 
Concord 
Cont’d…..

• News of the battles of 
Lexington and Concord spread 
swiftly.  To many colonists, the 
fighting ended all hope of a 
peaceful settlement.  Only war 
would decide the future of the 
13 colonies.  

• At war’s end, the  colonies 
would be a new, independent 
nation.

• The END…

• ..of the beginning


